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. JVictnam free to choose its own
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keast Asian alliance opencd h
. this morning with a ceremon

public - session. The United

\to avoid a public display of dif-
ferences during the threc-day

At the ceremonial opéning,
'the Foreign Minister of Thai-
'land, Thanat Kohman, unexpeci-

‘tedly made a thiuly veiled de-

nunciation of the proposal made

Meeting Maintains That

By SEYMOUR TOPPING .
Special to The New York Times - .

MANILA, April 13— France
challenged today the United
States view that the South Viet-
inamese Government of Maj. Gen.
Nguyen Khanh was capable of
defeating the Comununist Viet-
cong guerillas.

Foreign  Minister
Couve de Murville contended
that the Khanh Government was
crippled by a lack of popular
political support and national
authority. He praised the United
States/contribution to Saigon’s
war effort, bt exprozsed doubt
.that military victory could be;
.achieved.
I [Henry Cabot Lodge, United
“ States .Ambassador to South
* Vietham,‘%aid in a magazine
:‘articlc that proposals for neu-
* tralizing South Vietnar were
i“woolly- and deceptive,”] "’

The French minister addressed
a closcd session of the Minis-,
terial Council of the Southeast

| . Earlier, Secvetary of State
Dean Rusk cmphatically reaf-!
firmed United States support of;
General Khanh and ' confidence
that his Government could de-
feat the Communists,

’

munist China and North Viet-
‘nam, as well as the Soviet
Union; had disclaimed any in-
terest in negotiating an agree-
ment that would leave South

form of government, -
The 10th annual council mect-
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Saiganan’t Beat Reds .

Mauricef myths,

Mr. Rusk asserted that Com-}

ing of the eight-nation South-}

last August by TPresident de
Gaullee that Southeast Asia be
neutralized in agreement with
Asian Communists, .

Mr. Thanat implied that
¥France should abandon that
.stand and coniribute to the
"Southeast Asian alliance or
‘leave it. -

Mr. Couve de Murville
distened glumiy at Mr. Thanat
:said nettralization of Vietnam
iwould be “tantamount to deliv-
sering that ‘country with hands
and feet bound to- its northern

fagressors.” . .
The French diplomat, in his
remarks, hid suggested that|.

the alliance - “do away  with
eliminate ambiguities
‘and squarely face rcalities,”
At the closed session later he
radvocated that a ‘“‘political so-
| Iution” be found for South Viet-
‘nam, He did not use the word
neutralization, but I'rench offi-
cials said later that he meant
President de Gaulle’s proposal.
Mr. Couve de Murville said
that it had been with Southeast
Asia in mind that his GQovern-

ment established diploiatic re-!
lations with Commimist China/

last January. One aim, he said,

is‘to divert Chinese Communist:
imperiaiist  ex.
develop- - :
had demonstrated his concern|the world where it was a work-

thought from
pansion to
ment,
. At the closed .session Mr.
Rusk, Mr. Couve de Murville,
Prime Minister
oake of New Zealand and Lord
Carrington, the Brilish dele-
gate, were the first four speak-
ers, Their statements were re-
ported by authoritative sources.
The delegalion heads from
Australia, The- Philippines,
Pakistan and ~ Thailand - are
. scheduled to malke their open-
ing statements tomorrow, = |
The French delegation has
emphasized that Faris does not:
expect Peking will become re-
feptive immediately Lo the neu-
'tralization proposal. The French
Ambassador to Pcking will go
there with instructions to lcolk
into Chinese Communist aiti-
tudes and to seck wreas of
negotiations. that may cxist as
a consequence China’s ideol-
ogical dispute with the Soviet
Union, :
The de Gaulle Government
‘hopes meanwhile that the
"United States will continue its
military support of the South
-‘Vietnamese Government,
+ Mr. Rusk told the council that
the United States was satisfied
‘with the way General Knanh
had tzken hold as Premier and

internal

States and France had hoped|

.meeting, but the policy rift wasr
levident from the outsct.

Keilh J. Holy-|.

with winning popular. political|able policy. .
support. Prime  Minister

Mr. Rusk reported that there complained of French
had been some deterioration in|conduct nuclear tests
the South Vietnamese situation South Pacific this year. New
and that the Vietcong’s im-{Zealand has been apprehensive
proved capabilities had been{about fallout from those tests.
shown in the number of United! . i
States  helicopters  brought .

Holyoake
plans to

-down.

“With a little persuasion and.
a great deal of terror,” he said,
the Vietcong has been able to
overrun large -sections of the
countryside, but he declared
that that did not mean they
were able 'to hold and control
it. :
- The Secretary said the United
States had rejected the idea of
any retreat from South Vietnam
and was committed to give
every support to General
Khanh. This does not preclude
the possibility, Mr. Rusk added,
that the war may be extended
to North Vietnam, which he
charged with directing supply- -
ing. and providing leaders for
tho Vietcong's operations.
word  Carrington  affirmed
Britain's support for the United
States effort in South Vietnam.
‘He said "that Britain favored

noeutralism in those narte af

in the|,
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